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handled his personal foes in the civil wars, from Brutus to Mark Antony; 
certainly the latter, by military standards, deserved a place, but prob- 
ably did not get one. Pompey, however, the foe of Caesar, was included 
(a posthumous reconciliation foreshadowed by the statues that Caesar 
allowed on his new Rostra; see 30.1). We also know that Marius and 
Sulla each had a statue-men who were mortal foes in earlier civil 
wars, but here harmoniously united in the Forum's parade of heroes. 

The entire forum in its original condition-Pliny calls it one of 
the three most beautiful works in Rome, and there are many remains 
of its polychromatic marbles and decorations imported from distant 
parts of the empire-was both a visual marvel and a sophisticated piece 
of propaganda. Begun as the partisan vow of a young warlord engaged 
in the violence that had pitted Roman against Roman for generations, 
the forum evolved into an elaborate vision of Rome at peace with it- 
self, safe in the embrace of the Pater Patriae and united in the forum's 
business of taking the war to someone else who deserved it. 

S O U R C E S  

74.1 Are not the Basilica Paulli, with its columns of Phrygian marble, 
the Forum of the Deified Augustus, and the Temple of Peace built by 
the Emperor Vespasian the most beautiful works that the world has 
ever seen? 

Pliny the Elder, Encyclopedia 36.102 

74.2 Augustus made his forum smaller than planned, out of his reluc- 
tance to appropriate the adjoining homes from their owners. 

Suetonius, Augustus 56.2 

74.3 When the Forum of Augustus was being constructed, the builder 
kept postponing its completion. During this period it happened 
that many people prosecuted by Severus Cassius were being acquitted, 
prompting Augustus to quip "I wish Cassius would prosecute 
my forum." 

Macrobius. Saturnalia 2.4.9 

74.4 I built with war booty the Temple of Mars the Avenger and the 
Forum of Augustus on my own land. 

Augustus, Achievements 21 

74.6 Augustus constructed numerous public works, among which the 
following are perhaps the most outstanding: his forum with its temple 
of Mars the Avenger, the temple of Apollo on the Palatine, and the 
temple of Jupiter the Thunderer on the Capitoline. 

Augustus built his forum because the two existing forums could 
no longer accommodate the increasing number of people and law cases, 

was opened for business even before the temple was finished, and it 

I 
so that a third was thought necessary. Because of this need for space it :' 

was stipulated that the new forum be the venue for public trials as well 
as the selection of jurors by lot. He had vowed the temple to Mars 
during the battle at Philippi, which he fought to avenge the death of 
his father Julius Caesar. He decreed, therefore, that the Senate use the 
forum to deliberate on war and the awarding of triumphs, that those 
heading off to provinces with military command be officially escorted 
from here, and that those who returned victorious should deposit the 
insignia of their triumphs in his forum. 

Suetonius, Augustus 29.1-2 

: 

74.7 In addition to conquering Spain and other countries whose 
plaques adorn his forum, the deified Augustus made Egypt a tributary 
country, thereby adding almost as much revenue to the treasury as his 
father Julius Caesar did by conquering Gaul. 

Velleius, History 2.39.2 

74.5 The entire people of Rome gave me the title "Father of the Coun- 
try," and had it inscribed in the vestibule of my residence, in the Senate 
House, and in the Forum of Augustus beneath the chariot sculpture 
placed there in my honor by decree of the Senate. 

74.8 [Augustus determined that the following activities should take 
place in his Forum:] Those passing from the class of boys to young 
men of military age should all be enrolled here; those appointed to 
commands abroad should set out from here; the Senate should make 
decisions here regarding the awarding of triumphs, and those celebrat- 

I 
ing a triumph should dedicate both crown and scepter to the War God 
here; for anyone awarded a triumph or other military honor, a statue 
in bronze should be set up in the forum; any military standards cap- 
tured by an enemy and then recovered should be placed in the temple. 

Dio, History 55.10. 2-4 

Augustus, Achievements 35 

74.9 The Emperor Claudius was eager for food and wine anywhere 
and anytime. Once, while trying a case in the Forum of Augustus, hav- 
ing detected the savor of a banquet prepared by the Salii in the nearby 
Temple of Mars, he deserted his tribunal seat and climbed up the stairs 
to join them at their table. 

Suetonius, Claudius 33.1 

74.1 0 Am I deceived, or did arms ring out? Indeed, arms rang, 
For Mars is coming, and signals his advent with sounds of war. 

The Avenger himself descends from the sky to his place of honoz 
To his wonder of a temple in the Forum of Augustus. 
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The god, and so his temple, are mighty: not otherwise 
Should Mars be housed in the city of Romulus, his son. 

This temple is a worthy place for trophies won from the Giants, 
And fitting for Mars to sally off from here to wage his wild wars, 

Whether some unholy foe in the East should strike against US 

Or an enemy towards the setting sun calls for subjugation. 
The god of War surveys the heights of his lofty temple /I And approves that gods unconquered possess the pediment. 

i He surveys the various weapons that decorate the doorways 
And the arms of other lands defeated by his soldiers; 

He sees Aeneas, bent by the precious weight of his father, 
And the lengthy line of descendents sprung from the noble Julus; 

Across stands Romulus, shouldering the arms of a conquered leader, 
And the row of Romans above their records of famous deeds. 

He sees on the front of the temple the name of Augustus 
And the work appears greater still when he reads that name 

Augustus vowed it when he was young, and dutifully took up arms: 
With great beginnings our Princeps had to begin. 

Ovid, Fasti 5.543-570 

74.1 1 [For the weak in character, suggestions for sexual license abound:] 
Should a matron enter your temple of mighty Mars Augustus, 
There in armor by the door stands Venus beside the Avenger. 

Ovid, Tristia 2.295-6 

74.1 2 Next to the immortal gods, Augustus most honored the memory 
of those leaders who created the mighty empire of the Roman people 
from small beginnings. Accordingly he restored the public works of 
each man, retaining their original inscriptions. Furthermore, in the 
colonnades of his forum he dedicated statues to all of them in trium- 
phal garb, declaring in an edict that he contrived this so that the citizens 
might have the example of these eminent men as a standard to which 
he during his own life as well as subsequent rulers must conform. 

Suetonius, Augustus 31.5 

74.13 After defeating enemies in Spain, Gaul, and Dalmatia, 1 recov- 
ered the numerous military standards lost by other generals there. 
I compelled the Parthians to return the spoils and standards of three 
Roman armies, and to seek as suppliants the friendship of the Roman 
people. 1 deposited these standards in the inner shrine of the Temple 
of Mars the Avenger. 

Augustus, Achievements 29 

74.14 [Scipio Aemelianus was awarded the "siege crown" for rescu- 
ing an army], an event which the divine Augustus recorded in his forum 
below the statue of Scipio. 

Plinv the Elder. Encvclnhedia 22.1 3 
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74.1 5 [Statue inscription] 
Aeneas, son of Venus, king of the Latins, ruled three years. 

Elogium (Degrassi, 13.3.1) 

74.16 [Statue inscription] 
Appius Claudius Caecus captured numerous fortified towns 

from the Samnites. He routed the armies of the Sabines and the 
Etruscans. He opposed peace with King Pyrrhus. When censor, he con- 
structed the Appian Way and brought water to the city. He built the 
Temple of Bellona. 

Elogium (Degrassi, 13.3.79) 

74.1 7 Although a man of undistinguished origins, the senators granted 
Lucilius Longus [a friend of the Emperor Tiberius] a statue in the 
Forum of Augustus at public expense. 

Tacitus, Annals 4.15 

74.18 [Severus Alexander set up statues in the Forum of Nerva,] 
following the example of Augustus, who located marble statues of the 
most illustrious men in his forum and accompanied them with 
an inscription. 

Imperial Lives, Alexander Severus, 28.6 

74.19 Caligula consecrated the three swords intended for his assassi- 
nation to Mars the Avenger, accompanied by an inscription. 

Suetonius, Caligula 24.3 

74.20 [Servius's commentary below is relevant to the following lines 
in Virgil's Aeneid 1.294-6, which represent the Augustan suppression 
of warfare: 

Unholy Furor squats inside on savage weapons 
Arms bound behind his back with a hundred chains of bronze 

His mouth foaming with blood.] 

"Unholy Furor within." A painting of War was portrayed not in the 
Temple of Janus, but among others in the Forum of Augustus. It was 
located on the left as you enter, along with Furor sitting upon weap- 
ons, bound up just as Virgil described. 

Servius on Aeneid 1.294 

74.21 Surpassing all in the public prominence he gave to paintings, 
Augustus displayed two paintings in the most visited part of his forum, 
one with figures representing War and Triumph, the other with Castor 
and Pollux and Victory. 

Pliny the Elder, Encyclopedia 35.27 


