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Abstract. The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act [IDEA), 20 U.S.C. Sections 1400 et seq., mandates
the provision of a free appropriate public education for children with disabilities and provides for Federal funding
to assist States and localities in meeting this goal. IDEA is currently up for reauthorization although it may be
subject to a one year extension. When IDEA is reauthorized, Congress may consider amendments to the act. In
light of the reauthorization issues, questions have arisen concerning the original intent of Congress in enacting
the legislation. This report will examine the legislative history of P.L. 94-142 to determine the rationale for its
enactment.
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