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Abstract. All major social and economic indicators show that Catholics in Northern Ireland, representing
roughly 45 percent of the population, are more disadvantaged than Protestants, comprising 50 percent of the
population. The most persistent area of inequality has been unemployment. The British government sees inward
investments and the creation of employment opportunities, linked to its fair employment legislation, as the best
antidotes to Catholic unemployment. Others believe implementation of the MacBride Principles, relating to
equal opportunity and affirmative action, would provide an important remedy.
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