
  
 

 

        
       
      On Friday, 16 November members of the 
Paul Revere Battalion joined fellow cadets 
from the University of New Hampshire in or-
der to participate in a Prison Raid training 
exercise.  The exercise was a rare opportu-
nity for cadets to learn and apply urban tac-
tics in a simulated combat environment.   
       The preliminary Military Operations in 
Urban Terrain (MOUT) training conducted 
by Pershing Riflemen from C-12 (ABN) in-
troduced many cadets to the fundamentals 
of conducting squad level operations within 
the urban environment.  This training was 
then applied during an actual execution of 
the raid at Boscawen State Prison located in 
Concord, New Hampshire.   
      Perhaps one of the more exciting aspects 
of the training event was the transportation 
to the prison.  Paul Revere cadets had the 
unique opportunity to fly in a CH-47 Chi-
nook Helicopter.  The Chinook landed at 
Endicott College where students, faculty, 
and onlookers had the opportunity to come 
out and watch as the cadets lifted off and 
departed for the prison.  The spectacle was 
something that the Endicott College com-
munity had not experienced before and for 
many students it was a rare opportunity to 
see the military in action. 
      The training event was a successful op-
portunity for Paul Revere cadets to improve 
their military tactical knowledge as well as 
expand upon their teamwork with fellow 
ROTC cadets from another institution.  In-
teractions such as this allow cadets to wit-
ness and evaluate various leadership styles 
and systems of developing leaders.  In the 
end Paul Revere cadets enjoyed the ability to 
participate in such a unique training exer-
cise.   
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 The Ranger Challenge Competition, 2007: A Cadet Epic 
Cadet Josue Guerra, Harvard ‘10 

 
      To have seen and lived through the ad-
ventures of Revere's Rangers is to have seen 
and been among cadets at their finest. Their 
fearless leader, Cadet Captain Petraeus, led 
the Ranger Challenge team to an 8th place 
finish at the 2007 Ranger Challenge Compe-
tition. Building on the efforts of the indomi-
table Ranger Joo, the 2006 team captain 
and 2007 team member, both men have 
forged a competitive unit that bears little re-
semblance to the poorly-performing teams of 
previous years. Both men, and their trusted 
teammates, are the source from which ex-
cellence germinated in our battalion and, 
sporting their bold grey ACU tabs, they are 
the ones that other cadets look to when they 
need motivation in formation.  
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      Revere's Rangers sounded a sour note 
during the first event, the weapons assem-
bly and disassembly portion of the competi-
tion, as several cadets (myself included) for-
got to drop the magazines before clearing 
the weapons, resulting in an automatic two 
minute penalty per magazine. The going was 
tough in other events too, including the ob-
stacle course and the grenade assault 
course, as many uniforms were sullied with 
paint. Nevertheless, Cadet Captain Petraeus 
and the team were undeterred. Revere's 
Rangers performed well in many other  

 
events, including two second-place finishes 
in marksmanship and orienteering.  In other 
events they did surprisingly well, including 
the mystery event, which challenged teams 
to scout an area with potential enemy activ-
ity and to build a new fighting position. The 
event was purely conceptual, and the team 
was not provided any sorts of aids like maps 
or clear instructions from the cadre running 
the event. Thankfully, noble Petraeus un-
veiled the mysteries of Pythagoras to identify 
the proper azimuth and distance to the new 
fighting position, to the bewilderment of the 
cadre. 
    

   
     
  And who among them could forget the 
moments of laughter, as when they gave 
poor Ranger Lew a “high and tight” that was 
neither tight nor even over a trash can in 
the barracks? They certainly could not for-
get the other competing teams, some good 
and some awful. Especially the team, who, 
to everyone’s disgust, decided to smoke ci-
gars after the Army Physical Fitness Test. 
      Hopefully, next year's Rangers will bring 
the same tenacity and can-do attitude that 
made this last team great. But this will not 
be difficult. All one must do to marshal 
them is to sound off with the team motto in 
a loud and thunderous command voice: 
seedcorn! 
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Annual Tri-Service Sports Competition 
Cadet Christopher Ocasio, Tufts ‘09 

 
      On 18 October 2007, the cadets of the 
Paul Revere Battalion squared off against 
their fellow cadets and midshipmen from the 
MIT Air Force and Navy ROTC programs. 
Beginning at ‘oh-dark’ in the morning after a 
night of rain, cadets from all the services 
began to trickle onto the MIT Astroturf field 
for a morning of competition in five events. 
Managed this year by the Air Force ROTC 
program, the competition consisted of teams 
battling on the soccer pitch, the ultimate 
frisbee field of glory, in the dodgeball gym of 
shame, on the track, and along a rope 
course. As cadets competed on these fields 
of friendly strife, the cadre managed the 
game rules for each event. 
      Team Army made a strong overall show-
ing this year, our numbers in competition 
larger than ever before. Fighting for first 
place, a narrow margin of points separated 
the Army and Navy. Our ultimate Frisbee 
team devastated both the Air Force and 
Navy in a series of games for the ages, win-
ning handily on the back of what team cap-
tain CDT Barron called the “near-
professional skills” of CDT Moyer and a 
strong defensive effort across the board. On 
the soccer pitch, Army cadets struggled val-
iantly to move the ball out of their side in 
the first match against Navy. The game was 
a hard-fought loss for Army, being out-
muscled by the Navy’s Marine-option mid-
shipmen in a very physical second half. CDT 
Kmiecik, serving as goalkeeper, organized 
the defensive effort of the Army and made 
several spectacular saves. Team captain 

CDT Howard headed up the offensive efforts 
of the team, eventually leading them to vic-
tory over the Air Force in the second match. 
      The dodgeball team also put up a coura-
geous fight against Air Force and Navy, ced-
ing the matches to them begrudgingly at 
best. In the tug of war event, the Navy dem-
onstrated that two things matter: mass and 
momentum. They crushed the Air Force’s 
smaller team with pure weight advantage, 
and playing Army first, unveiled their coor-
dinated attack on us for a win. Adapting to 
this unconventional warfare, the Army suc-
cessfully employed a coordinated effort 
against the Air Force in the second match 
for a win and a second-place finish. Army’s 
earlier losses would later be redeemed by 
the spectacular performance of our four 
track runners, Cadets Dunklee, Williams, 
Lew, and Barron. Although trailing going 
into the third pass of the baton, Army pulled 
ahead on the tremendous speed and effort of 
CDT Lew. CDT Baron sustained and length-
ened that lead in the home stretch, putting 
Army in first place for track and field.  
      Once again the Navy won the overall 
competition, but their margin of victory was 
a narrow one. Army came in second place 
overall, with blowout victories in Ultimate 
Frisbee and the track and field events. All 
cadets and midshipmen enjoyed a hearty 
workout and camaraderie that only competi-
tion can foster, and we all look forward to 
next year’s competition when the Army will 
be in charge of picking the events. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Paul Revere Battalion Color Guard 
Cadet  David Boswell, Harvard ‘10  

 
As I stepped out onto the court, a 

smile the size of Texas stretched across my 
face and there was nothing I could do to 

contain it. In front of me, basketball super-
stars such as Lebron James and Kevin Gar-
nett were warming up and they were so 
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close I could have told you what flavor of 
bubble gum they were chewing. I was liter-
ally living my childhood dream as I stood on 
the court before the Boston Celtics vs. 
Cleveland Cavaliers game. Not only was my 
ticket and ‘behind the scenes’ free, but I also 
was entrusted with the privilege of proudly 
hoisting our nation’s beautiful ensign in 
front of thousands of fellow Americans. This 
is only one example of the awesome oppor-
tunities the Paul Revere Battalion color 
guard has had the honor of being a part of 
this fall. 

 
 
The 2007 fall semester was characterized by 
the words first and frequent for the Color 
Guard team. We stayed constantly in mo-
tion, playing an active role in at least two  

ceremo-
nies per 
week. 
Working 
side by 
side with 
fellow ca-
dets and 
midship-
men of  
 
 
the Navy and Air Force units, the Tri-Service 
team proudly carried the colors at both col-
lege and professional sports venues across 
Boston. POW / MIA ceremonies, events to 
honor our nations’ brave veterans, and even 
a presidential inauguration ceremony at 
Harvard University are to only name a few. 
This was the first time in many years that 
an ROTC color guard has been asked to pre-
sent the colors at a Harvard home football 
game. The team also participated in the in-
auguration of the new, first female president 
of Harvard, Drew Gilpin Faust. Participating 
in both events was tangible progress to-
wards enhancing relations between the 
ROTC program and the university. The color 
guard team hopes to continue building a 
rich tradition of involvement in the area and 
is excited to see what new milestones it can 
achieve in the upcoming semester. 

 
 
 
   
 
 

The 2007 Dining-in 
Cadet  Brian Thompson, Tufts ‘09  

 
      Every fall, the cadets and cadre of the 
Paul Revere battalion come together to enjoy 
the Dining-In, a formal dinner held by every 
Army unit.  The Dining-In serves as a forum 
in which new cadets and cadre can be wel-
comed, the achievements of individual ca-
dets and the battalion as a whole can be 
recognized, and an opportunity in which to 
build the esprit-de-corps that brings the Paul 
Revere battalion together.  This fall, the bat-
talion enjoyed an excellent meal at the 
beautiful MIT Faculty Club. 

      The evening began with a social hour, 
which provided a chance for our newest ca-
dets to meet anyone they hadn’t had a 
chance to talk to at our Fall FTX.  It was 
also a chance for cadets to talk to Cadre in a 
more relaxed environment than the weekly 
classroom setting.  SFC Karwowski regaled 
a group of Cadets with stories about his 
time in Alaska and Mogadishu, while CPT 
Gowel relayed some of the life lessons he 
learned while stationed in Germany. 
 



     After the social hour, everyone moved 
into the dining room for the formal portion  
of the evening.  CDT Wilson, LTC McGona-
gle, MSG Neal, CDT Williams and our dis-
tinguished guest COL Bullion were escorted 
to the head table, after which the Color 
Guard, led by CDT Billoti, posted the colors.  
CDT Dunklee gave the invocation and ex-
plained the significance of the symbolic 
POW/MIA table that is present at all Army 
functions. 
      Following the introduction of the head 
table, the President of the Mess introduced 
Mr. Vice (myself) to conduct the grog cere-
mony.  At every Dining-In, Mr. Vice mixes 
ceremonial grog in which each ingredient 
represents an aspect of the unit’s history 
and tradition.  Our grog included Hawaiian 
punch, brown sugar, red bull, Tabasco 
sauce and gummy bears.  After the grog was 
mixed the process of calling points of order 
began.  Any member at the mess can be 
called out for breaking a rule of the mess, 
and Mr. Vice then formulates a suitable 
punishment, which usually includes drink-
ing the grog.  Points of order continued 
throughout the excellent meal, and by the 
end of the night it seemed like everyone had 
the privilege of at least one trip up to the 
grog bowl.   

      After the meal our speaker COL Bullion 
addressed the Cadets and Cadre on some of 
the challenges facing the military today.  He 
touched on many facets of the Global War 
on Terror, and recognized the Army’s need 
for the type of intelligent and competent 
junior officers that the Paul Revere battalion 
produces.  In appreciation for his address, 
the battalion presented COL Bullion with 
two books on military history. 
      At this point in the evening the Color 
Guard returned to retire the colors, which 
ushered in the informal session of the Din-
ing-In.  Each class, beginning with the MSIs 
(freshmen) was given the floor to present 
skits that they had prepared for the evening.  
The skits are an opportunity for members of 
a class to poke fun at their own class and 
anyone academically ahead of them.  All the 
skits were hilarious, especially because the 
Cadre were the butt of most of the good-
natured jokes.   
      This year’s Dining-In was a great suc-
cess, with cadets and cadre enjoying the 
chance to build esprit-de-corps, reflect on a 
successful fall semester, and look ahead to 
the bright future of the Paul Revere battal-
ion.
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The Fall FTX 
Cadet  Sam Turner, Endicott ‘10 

      
      Once again, the Cadets of the Paul Re-
vere Army ROTC Battalion tested their 
knowledge at the annual fall FTX.  The fall 
FTX, held at Ft. Devens, is a chance for ca-

dets to put their classroom instruction to 
use in a field environment.  Cadets partici-
pate in both day and night land navigation; 
test their leadership skills in the Leadership 
Reaction Course, physical training on the 
Obstacle Course, and personal courage on 
the rappel tower.  
      The weekend began on Friday evening 
with classroom instruction to assist cadets 
with the next few days.  Cadets were given a 
chance to freshen up on their map reading 
and land navigation skills.  They also 
learned how to tie a swiss-seat: a hand 
made rappel harness used on the rappel 
tower. 



      Saturday started with an early morning 
battalion run.  Cadets were motivated by 
cadences from the MSIII’s and even LTC 
McGonagle himself.   With a full stomach 
cadets moved on to tackle the day land 
navigation course.  After finding their points 
(some more quickly than others), it was time 
to take on the Leadership Reaction Course 
(LAC). 
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      The LRC consists of obstacles that ca-
dets take on in teams.  The team leader is 

then evaluated on their performance and 
leadership ability.  Each task required not 
only ingenuity, but also a strong leader to be 
completed.  From the LRC cadets moved to 
the Obstacle Course to take on more chal-
lenges.  Squads competed for the best time 
through obstacles such as the low crawl and 
the ladder climb.   
      A delicious hot meal got everyone moti-
vated to take to the woods for the night land 
navigation course.  After spending a good 
part of the night lost in the woods it was 
time to move back to the barracks and get 
some rest.   
      The rappel tower was the center of Sun-
day’s activities.  A thrilling safety briefing 
prepared cadets to test their nerves up on 
the tower.  Most made it down without a 
hitch, although a few did manage to start off 
head-first.  Cadets ended the weekend feel-
ing not only more secure in their technical 
skills, but also more confident in them-
selves. 

 
 
 
 
 

New Cadet Orientation 
Cadet  Brandon Lew, MIT ‘11 

 
      On the morning of Friday, September 14th 
the new MS I class and other new cadets were 
introduced to ROTC at MIT. Arriving in the 
morning, the new cadets were issued all the 
standard field gear and ACUs and were given 
a quick description and demonstration of how 
to properly don the Military uniform. After 
some classroom instruction, the cadets were  
taken to the outdoor track where they were 
instructed in rudimentary Drill and Cere-
mony. They stood in formation, practicing  

 
right, left, and about face turns. Finally, MS  
IIIs split the battalion into squads and led the 
cadets in a game of marching wars. 
      Early the next Saturday morning, the ca-
dets were taken to Camp Curtis Guild, an 
Army National Guard camp located about a 
half-hour outside Boston. The weather was 
rainy at times, but it did not dampen the en-
thusiasm of the new cadets. There, the cadets 
were treated with their first PT session in 
ROTC. Following that, breakfast was served, 



during which time the cadets found that Army 
food isn’t really that bad. After breakfast, the 
cadets were split into two groups. 
      The first group stayed outside and learned 
how to tie rope harnesses by CDT Howard. 
This group then used a portable climbing wall 
that a local Army recruiting station had 
brought along.  
      The second group went indoors to use an 
Engagement Skills Trainer (EST). The EST 
consisted of a projector and a number of fake 
M-16s and M9s that had been wired to a com-
puter. A tactical situation was projected onto 
the screen, and operators were required to en-
gage and defeat all simulated targets. Though 
the accuracy of the cadets was poor, the 
unlimited electronic ammo and easy setting on 
the EST guaranteed a cadet victory. 
      After each group took turns utilizing the 
EST, the cadets were issued MREs and experi-
enced a Meal Ready to Eat for the first time. 
The new cadets were then taken to a small 
field nearby and split into three squads. MS III 
instructors taught us the basics of squad for-
mation and movement, as well as battle drill 
alpha. The cadets then practiced battle drill 
alpha in the field until they were comfortable 
with the techniques. 
       The MS Is got a chance to use their new 
skills in Squad Training Exercise (STX) lanes. 
Instructed to travel across the field in squad 
formation, they soon came under fire from 
other MS IIIs and learned how important good 

communication is in a tense situation. There 
were two STX lanes that each squad rotated 
through. In each one, different cadets were 
designated team and squad leaders and AARs 
were conducted afterwards. 
      Finally, the day was capped off with a 
force-on-force game of paintball capture the 
flag. Using the tactics that the STX lanes had 
drilled into them, the new cadets fought each 
other for a flag in the middle of a field. After a 
long battle, one team was entirely eliminated, 
and the other claimed victory. As the cadets 
were taken home, the goal of new cadet orien-
tation had been clearly accomplished – to in-
troduce cadets to the customs of the US Army  
and ROTC, while demonstrating all the fun 
activities that they get to participate in over 
the next four years. 
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Always Forward 
Master Sergeant Curtis Neal 

    
    I first would like to congratulate all Paul 
Revere seniors on their branch of choice.   
This says a lot about the quality of students  
we have in the Battalion.  We were also hon-
ored to have the senior enlisted advisor for  
Cadet Command, Command Sergeant Major 
Hershel L. Turner, to visit the Paul Revere 
Battalion in November.  While Command 
Sergeant Major Hershel L. Turner was here, 
he had a chance to talk to our Cadets in the 
Battalion.  This included the Cadet Battal-
ion Commander, Cadet Jessica Williams.  
      Among the many events that took place  

 
during his visit was a round table meeting  
with all of the ROTC programs in the Boston 
Area.  It was great to see so many of our sis-
ter ROTC programs at this meeting.  At the 
meeting, all of the other ROTC programs got 
a chance to see how well the Paul Revere 
Battalion has grown within the last six 
months.  Also they got a chance to see how 
we stood up a new Company chain of com-
mand on the North Shore.  Our example will 
prove valuable to each program, in light of 
recent guidance from Cadet Command to 
increase Cadet enrollment and commis-
sioned officer output.  



      This semester went by very quickly with 
several events along the way.  We all con-
tinue to learn a lot from each other as we 
continue the transformation of growing our 
North Shore Company.  We will continue to 
make training our Cadets our top priority in 

order to make them the most highly trained 
officer corps in the world.  As we continue 
our course, we will not forget those who 
have gone before us and laid their lives in 
the defense of our great nation and our way 
of life.  Essayons!

NO FEAR, PAUL REVERE! 

 
From the Past… 
Army ROTC conducting Physical Fitness Training.  Criteria and location unknown. 
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