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Census block groups that were not affected by extent of flooding recorded on Sept 11th

Of the census block groups that were crossed by the Sept 11th flood extent,
these were the portions of those block groups that were not flooded on Sept 11th

Open zip codes as of November 23rd
Census block group boundaries
September 11th flood extent
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Mississippi River

To benchmark the number of New Orleanians potentially 
able to have moved back to their homes, we identified the 
census block groups (small geographic areas usually only a 
few blocks wide) that were *not* crossed by the Sept 10th 
flood extent. Then we added up the number of people and 
households that resided in those block groups according to 
the Census 2000. Although it is true that some of the people 
on this contiguous high ground may not have returned to 
their homes, and other people (particularly along the 
Esplanade and Gentilly ridges) may have returned to their 
homes, this calculation gives us a ballpark figure for the 
total population of Orleans Parish immediately post-
Katrina/Rita, not including relief workers, contractors and 
other temporary residents.

Not flooded Total
Total population
Total households

135,117
57,565

484,674
188,251

Pre-Katrina population in non-flooded areas

Census block groups in Orleans Parish on contiguous high ground with open zip codes

Sources: Sept 11th flood extent (FEMA), zip code boundaries (ESRI), other boundaries (Census TIGER) 
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