BrainTrust Budget Spring 2000

VSG Budget Info

Undergrads
100

Grads

20

Faculty/Staff
0

Non-MIT
8

Assets

$0

Income

$0

Itemized Expenditures:

Operations





Transportation to Beth-Israel




$60

Capital


Duck Tape
$15*5=$75

 

Publicity/Printing


Postering
$75

Events


A/V

$150


BrainGym
$250


Honoraria for Wurtman/BAW speakers




$100


Dear Finboard,


MIT BrainTrust is a student run organization intending to promote awareness of neurological issues on the MIT campus and in Boston community.  Examples of neurological issues include awareness of the numerous neurological diseases, such as brain tumors or Alzheimer’s disease, and awareness of various miscellaneous factors affecting mental health.  Founded in 1998, BrainTrust became active last year by hosting a few events on campus.  
Though we were not as active as we would have hoped during fall term, we are planning at least three events for this spring.  In late IAP or early February, we will be presenting a speech by course IX Prof. Richard Wurtman about the role of nutrition in brain function.  Towards the end of February, we will hold an event very similar to a very successful event we held during Fall 1998, called Brain Gym.  This will be a workshop, open to the community, where we learn about and practice kinesiology – the study of how physical movements affect mental function.  Last year about 40 people attended the workshop and we can very reasonably expect at least that many this year.  (Note: the workshop will be slightly different in content from last year.)  Finally, we will be again planning something for Brain Awareness Week, in mid to late March.  Last year, we held two panels on vision and memory and we may hold a similar event this year.  (Also, we are considering a talk on quantum consciousness, but we are not sure yet.)  In addition to these events, we will be continuing an Internet education project for brain injury patients at Beth-Israel hospital and we will also be continuing to compile information for our neurological disease information database – an ongoing web project. 


Our funding requests are broken down as follows.  Under operations expenditures, we are $60 for transportation to and from Beth-Israel hospital.  Transportation by the T or by bus will be necessary to get students to and from the hospital over the course of next term.  We would be purchasing monthly passes to save money and for convenience.


Under capital expenditures we are requesting $75 for 15 roles of duck tape (~$5/each).  If you went to the activities midway the last two years or walked through the infinite corridor during brain awareness week last year, you know we possess a giant brain made out of duck tape.  However, it was originally made with inferior quality tape and consequently it is now falling apart, quite literally.  (The last time I was moving it, I got smacked on the head by a falling temporal lobe!)  We would like to rebuild the brain over the course of next term.  It is an important tool in attracting attention and interest and it serves sort of a symbol of our organization.  As long as the duct tape is of better quality, it should last for several years.  


Under publicity and printing expenditure, we are requesting money for about $75 for general postering of campus for our (at least three) events.  This will include funding for lobby 7 drop posters and photocopies of flyers.  Also, the weekend before Brain Awareness Week, we would like to advertise a slide before LSC movies for a cost of $40.  


Finally, under event expenditures, we are requesting money for A/V equipment, Brain Gym fees, and small honoraria for speakers.  First of all, we would like to video tape the talks that we organize.  The MIT A/V web page lists the rate to sum up to ~$50 per session.  As we may have three events worth taping this term, we are requesting $150.  Next, the Brain Gym speaker costs a fee of $250.  (However, because we are a university-affiliated student group, we might be able to haggle the price down to $200, but we cannot guarantee that.)  Judging from the evaluation sheets of the attendees from last year, this event was really enjoyed by the audience and worth the price.  Lastly, we are requesting money to give our speakers a small gift, worth ~$20-$30 each, for coming to speak for us.  Not all of our speakers are from on campus and such gifts may help foster future cooperation between the speaker and BrainTrust.


We at BrainTrust understand the immense responsibility of determining which items of which groups are worthy of Finboard support.  At the same time, I believe that BrainTrust’s activities will be interesting and will help enrich the entire MIT community and beyond.  Thank you very much and I hope MIT BrainTrust and Finboard will continue to work together to make MIT a better place live.  










Yours truly,










Vinod Rao

Dear Finboard,


MIT BrainTrust is a student run organization intending to promote awareness of neurological issues on the MIT campus and in Boston community.  Examples of neurological issues include awareness of the numerous neurological diseases, such as brain tumors or Alzheimer’s disease, and awareness of various miscellaneous factors affecting mental health.
Though we were not as active as we would have hoped during fall term, we are planning at least three events for this spring.  In early February, we will be presenting a speech by course IX Prof. Richard Wurtman about the role of nutrition in brain function.  Towards the end of February, we will hold an event very similar to a very successful event we held during Fall 1998, called Brain Gym.  This will be a workshop, open to the community, where we learn about and practice kinesiology – the study of how physical movements affect mental function.  Last year about 40 people attended the workshop and we can very reasonably expect at least that many this year.  Finally, we will be again planning something for Brain Awareness Week, in mid to late March.  Last year, we held two panels on vision and memory and we may hold a similar event this year.  (Also, we are considering a talk on quantum consciousness, but we are not sure yet.)  In addition to these events, we will be continuing an Internet education project for brain injury patients at Beth-Israel hospital and we will also be continuing an ongoing internet project.


The expense breakdown is as follows:

Operations:


T or Bus Passes to
$60
We will need to pay transportation expenses to our


   Beth-Israel


Internet training project at Beth-Israel hospital.

Capital:


Duck Tape

$75
Our giant duck tape brain is literally falling apart and we plan on building a new one, but using quality duck tape.  Our brain attracts significant interest and is a symbol of our organization.  Duck tape costs ~$5/roll and we’ll need 15 rolls.  This new brain should last for a few years.  

Publicity/Printing:


Postering

$75
This will include funding for lobby 7 drop posters and photocopies of flyers for at least 3 events this term.  


LSC Slide

$40
We would like to show a slide advertising our Brain Awareness Week events before the LSC movies the weekend starting Brain Awareness Week.

Events:


A/V Costs

$100
We are planning on tape recording the speeches we organize this term.  Video rentals cost ~$30 each and we plan on holding 3 recordable events this term.  


Brain Gym

$250
The Brain Gym speaker costs $250 for the group seminar.  (We might be able to haggle down to $200.)  We did receive an overwhelmingly positive reaction last year.


Honoraria

$100
We would like to thank our speakers with small honoraria (~$20-30 each) to help enable future cooperation.  


I  do believe that BrainTrust’s activities will be interesting and will help enrich the entire MIT community and beyond.  Thank you very much and I hope MIT BrainTrust and Finboard will continue to work together to make MIT more aware of the neurological issues in our society.  










Yours truly,

