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November 30, 2000 


Dear Finboard:
MIT BrainTrust is a student run organization endeavoring to promote awareness of brain injuries and other neurological disorders.  In part through a series of seminars and panels we hope to educate the MIT community about current neurological issues.  We also act as a liason between the research faculty at MIT and the patient and clinician population in the Boston community.  

Our two primary long-term projects are aimed at helping brain injury patients 1) learn to use the internet, e-mail, etc.  2) find discussion groups, information, and support for their particular injury.  We have spent most of this past term developing an internet training website we will be presenting at the Annual South Florida Brain Tumor Association National Conference this coming January.  During Brain Injury Awareness Month in October, we set up a booth in Lobby 10 to publicize brain injury awareness.  Also, we prepared a "Wear A Helmet" presentation for kids at the Cambridge Community Center.

This spring we have invited a MIT professor to participate in a panel with a clinician and a patient to discuss their perspectives on Alzheimer's Disease.  A seminar possibly about language and aphasia is being planned.  Both will be interesting and educational for the MIT community.

Capital:

· Duck Tape
$36
Our giant duck tape brain has been featured twice at the Ig Nobel 

ceremonies as well at the Activities Midway and Lobby 10 booths.

It needs to be repaired, so we would like to buy some good strong Duck Tape to repair the brain.

Publicity:


· Misc. Advertising
$60
This will include posters advertising our panels, seminars, and other 

events, as well as a Lobby 7 poster for Brain Tumor Awareness Month (March), and The Tech Ads.

Events:

· Travel Costs 
$300 
We need money to defray travel costs (plane tickets and hotel) for 2 

of our members to attend the 3-day long Annual South Florida Brain Tumor Association National Conference this coming January.  They will be presenting the Internet Training Website that we have developed to teach brain injury patients how to use the internet, e-mail, etc.

· A/V Costs
$250 
To broadcast the panel discussion and neuroscience seminar over MIT 

cable. Both events should be engaging and interesting.  We want to offer all members of MIT the chance to see them if they cannot attend the seminars.

· Thank-you gift     $60  
For each of our speakers (~4) as a thank you gesture we want to give 

them a small gift to show our appreciation.

· BrainGym
$250
This has been a success event in the past.  The lady leads the audience in 

exercises to stimulate the brain.

We believe our events will enrich the MIT community and help promote awareness of neurological issues. Thank you for your support of our activities.

Sincerely,
Jennifer C. Shih

MIT BrainTrust


