November 6, 2010

Dear FinBoard, 
MIT BrainTrust is a student-run organization promoting awareness of neurological disorders and injuries. Additionally, we reach out and support members of the community who have suffered from brain injuries and help form a bridge between students and patients. Through seminars, panels, and booths, we hope to educate the MIT community about current neurological issues. We have become a liaison between the research faculty at MIT and the patient and clinician population in the Boston area. 
We host many events for brain injury survivors and their family and friends. These events are open to the MIT community and provide a casual atmosphere fostering communication among patients, students, faculty, and anyone else who wishes to be involved. We are continuing to expand and develop, particularly in working with established groups such as the Brain Association of Massachusetts to extend our support group, BrainTrust Buddies. The Buddies program is a network that allows survivors of brain injuries to interact with one another and with MIT students. Through the Buddies program, MIT students are paired with individual patients and given a unique opportunity to learn about neurological issues from a different perspective. 
The lectures that we organize focus on one topic and feature a clinician, researcher, and patient in that area. These different perspectives give a students to learn about issues such as Schizophrenia beyond what would be taught in classrooms. These events have been quite successful, and we would like to continue them in the spring term. 

The following is a defense for the funding we are requesting for Spring 2011. 

Publicity and Printing- $107
Color copies of fliers: $99

3 large events (Buddies walk, Brain Awareness Week, Lecture)

50 copies per event, $0.50 per copy= $75; 1 poster per event, $8 per poster= $24

We will post about 40 flyers around campus per event; color flyers are much more noticeable. 


Also we will be mailing flyers to about 5 local hospitals or support groups to advertise events. 

Informational brochures: $8

100 copies, $.80 per two sided copy= $8

Brochures with information about our club will be given to potential new members at CPW. Also, 

we will be giving brochures to buddies so that they can let other brain injury survivors know 

about our group. 

Operations- $55

Mailings: $55

1 pack of envelopes= $12; 100  stamps= $43
We mail event flyers and brochures to local hospitals, other local support groups,  and braintrust buddies

ESP Splash Class: 0$
Braintrust teaches a neuroscience related class for middle school and high school students for ESP events. Teaching materials= $30, but ESP reimburses us. 

Events- $ 972.93
Lecture (April): $430.00
Expected attendance: 80 people, Price of food per person, Boston Market: 5.00 per person= $400
Microphone: $30
Each semester we hold a panel lecture in which professors, doctors, researchers, and/or patients are invited to speak about a particular topic. This is our most popular and widely-attended event of the semester. 

Cultural Excursion (March): $150.00
Expected attendance: 15 people, $20 per ticket, 50% discount= $150.00
During this activity, student members along with patient buddies will be given the opportunity to experience culture through the lens of a ballet, a play, or a musical performance. 
Information Session and first general body meeting for new members (February): $70

Expected attendance: 25 people, 4 pizzas, $15 per pizza=$60.00, soda=$10

About 10 new members attend our new member meeting in the spring where they meet 

current members and learn about the club. 
Buddies Walk (twice, April and May): $90.00
Expected attendance per walk: 20, $15 for drinks per walk, $30 for snacks per walk= $45 each walk. 


We will invite buddies to have a laid-back walk with Braintrust members along the Esplanade. 
This is one of the opportunities for buddies and students to interact and form friendships. 
Spring Picnic (May): $232.93
Expected attendance: 30 people.  $199 for Medium Cosi Sandwich Platter, $13.93 for mandatory 7% gratuity fee, $20 for drinks= 232.93
At the end of the year we invite all of our buddies, lecture speakers, and BrainTrust members for a picnic. This event usually has good attendance because graduating seniors say goodbye to their buddies. 
Capital: $0
No funds for capital requested.

Our events and projects benefit patients with neurological disorders and promote awareness of brain injury to the MIT community. Thank you for your continued support of our activities. 

Sincerely, 

Diana Wang

Treasurer, MIT Braintrust
