MIT’s Independent Living Groups

From Parents to Parents

[image: image1..pict]Independent living groups (ILGs) are small, closely-knit groups within the larger MIT community.  Eating meals together and working together to maintain the house and solve problems helps the members to know each other well, forming friendships that often last well beyond college. In addition, ILG members have the opportunity to learn practical skills like balancing a budget, home repair, cooking, and leadership. Perhaps more importantly, ILGs provide close-knit and supportive communities for their members.  Being a part of such a community gives members a source of support during the stressful times which are inevitably a part of college life.
Here’s what parents of students living at ILGs say:

“Both my daughters lived at [an ILG] and found it to be an amazing experience.  They ate home-cooked meals every night in the company of friends who became like family. They learned skills like accounting, plumbing, cooking, carpentry, and painting; they learned how to maintain a house as well as a household...in addition to the all-important skills of communicating and getting along. In my opinion, this made it a valuable training ground for ‘the real world’ as well as a place to call home and make their own.”   - Elizabeth Brown
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"As a parent I was struck and alarmed by the absence of structured smaller communities within massive and overwhelming MIT.  When [my son] joined [an ILG] we were so relieved that he had found a supportive and intimate community within the larger MIT world…Not only did he belong, but he learned to run a household and to join in creating a home for others.  And his grandmother was happy he had some home-cooked meals..." - Emily Friedan

"As a parent, I like that my daughter has a home away from home"  - Elizabeth Krentz-Wee
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Here’s a list of the ILGs’ websites:


Epsilon Theta: � HYPERLINK "http://web.mit.edu/thetans" ��http://web.mit.edu/thetans�


Fenway: � HYPERLINK "http://web.mit.edu/fenway" ��http://web.mit.edu/fenway�


Number Six: � HYPERLINK "http://web.mit.edu/no6" ��http://web.mit.edu/no6�


Pika: � HYPERLINK "http://pika.mit.edu" ��http://pika.mit.edu�


Student House: � HYPERLINK "http://web.mit.edu/studs" ��http://web.mit.edu/studs� 


WILG: � HYPERLINK "http://web.mit.edu/wilg" ��http://web.mit.edu/wilg�








