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2010 REX / RUSH / RECRUITMENT AGREEMENT

PURPOSE: In order to foster an experience that strongly encourages freshmen to explore all of the different facets of MIT's living communities, and to promote safe and responsible behavior on the part of all students, The Dormitory Council, Interfraternity Council, Living Group Council and The Panhellenic Association have identified the following core principles for the 2010 CPW / Orientation / Labor Day Weekend period:

· Particularly during CPW, the pre-freshman experience should be geared towards promoting MIT and its diverse culture of living groups and extracurricular activities. The members of DormCon, IFC, Panhel and LGC should recognize the spirit of CPW and focus on attracting freshmen to MIT as a community and not to its specific living groups or affiliations. If the aforementioned governments witness any slanderous behavior or defamation occurring during CPW either between their members or across organizations, they may handle it internally or report it to the Central Judicial Body (CJB), based on the type of violation.

· Sustain and enhance the positive experience of entering MIT students established by orientation programming.

· Preserve the focus of residence exploration and FSILG recruitment by respecting the time periods designated for each activity allowing new students to find a home and to experience the breadth of the MIT community.

· Begin building strong communities within dormitories – places where new students will live for at least one year.

· Allow returning upperclass men and women to celebrate the return of friends for the new academic year.

· Increase the presence of dormitory house teams so that they can respond effectively to any circumstance involving high-risk behaviors initiated by some entering students.

To further advance these principles, the Interfraternity Council, Panhellenic Association and Living Group Council have put the following rules in place that will be observed for the REX and Orientation period: 

· Affiliated men and women may wear letters, within reason, during the REX and Orientation period.  They may not wear letters at REX events, including inter-dorm move day.
· Affiliated men and women may not actively recruit during REX & Orientation (see ASA definition of recruit and if ambiguous email asa-exec@mit.edu).

· Affiliated men and women may not take freshmen off campus or into their houses.

· Non-resident affiliated men and women may enter dormitories as long as they do not actively recruit, subject to guest policy rules in individual dormitories.

· Alcohol is prohibited from all Fraternity, Sorority and Independent Living Group Houses (this ban extends through Recruitment)

· Affiliated members will abide by the recruitment rules as designated by their organizations.
In support of these principles, the Dormitory Council has agreed to the enforcement following:

· Not to sponsor any events (see Appendix) during the Rush/Recruitment period, which starts at the Greek Griller (Saturday) and ends by Registration Day (Tuesday).
· Students receiving housing for early return must fulfill their primary obligation under their early return agreement

· Dormitory residents may not wear dormitory shirts at any IFC/Panhel Recruitment events
· Recognizing Thursday September 2 and Friday September 3 is after REX but before Rush begins, with the exception of house team meetings, there are no mandatory programs for new students.
· Freshmen in dorms may be taken off campus from 8 AM to 12 PM on Tuesday, September 7th by HouseTeams for optional shopping trips to purchase dorm and school supplies only.
Alcohol Policy during REX/Rush/Recruitment for all parties involved, stricter policies acceptable under individual organization rules:

· Alcoholic Parties, registered or unregistered, are not permitted throughout the REX and Recruitment periods, up until Monday, September 6th. See “party registration” section in Appendix for details.

· Alcohol may not be present in common spaces at any time

· Alcohol may be present in students’ private rooms if the student is 21 or over and the alcohol is concealed from and not provided to freshmen

· During the REX and Recruitment periods, any gathering in the presence of alcohol that does not fit the definition of a party may not include anyone under 21 and must occur in a private room


Fostering a welcoming community:

· Affiliated members will refrain from slanderous remarks of any living group: Dormitory or other FSILG (this extends from REX through the end of formal Recruitment)
· Dormitory residents will refrain from slanderous remarks of any living group: FSILG or other dormitory (this extends from REX through the end of formal Recruitment)
· All living groups will not use sexist or sexually violent language or images in their communications or as part of their activities. Language and images that reinforce sexism or sexual violence can arise from imprecise word choices or depictions that may be interpreted as biased, discriminatory, or demeaning. 
The Central Judicial Body (CJB) shall be formed, consisting of one representative appointed by each of the following organizations: DormCon, IFC, Panhel, LGC, and a representative from the Office of Student Citizenship (OSC).

· The CJB’s role shall be to respond in a timely manner to reports of violations of the agreement, and has the authority to call immediate meetings of its members and make a final recommendation ruling via a majority vote.

· If a majority vote cannot be reached, the OSC representative shall make the final recommendation.

· The body shall not exist as a threat to the activities and functions of the member bodies, but rather as a last resort if standard procedures are not fruitful.
In the event a fraternity, sorority, independent living group member or dormitory resident should witness a violation associated with recruitment or the principles noted in this document, the following student governance members should be notified:  


   For IFC – Spencer Parra, Recruitment Chair; or Garrett Fritz, Judicial Committee Chair



Email:  ifc-exec@mit.edu


   For Panhel – Diana Wieser, Recruitment Chair; or Arti Virkud, President



Email: sororities@mit.edu


   For DormCon – Andy Wu and Lyla Fischer, Risk Management Chairs

Email:  dormcon@mit.edu


   For LGC – Alex Dehnert, LGC President

   For OSC - David Kennedy, OSMCS Director




Email: ledave@mit.edu
Appendix

Party Registration
No parties are allowed before Monday, September 7th. Beginning Monday, Sept. 7th, upperclass men and women 21 and over can register events with alcohol provided no entering students attend, and they work with at least one HouseTeam member to:

1) Be in the dorm and accessible/available to the host during the event.

2) Check in during the event to make sure everything is OK
Dormitory Council Sanctions
The Dormitory Council can place the following sanctions, in order of severity, upon any dormcon member that violates the aforementioned restrictions (In addition to any possible response from the appropriate house team or MIT):
 

1) The party in question must complete an educational program and/or participate in community service.

2) The party in question be fined the a minimum of 1% and not exceeding 5% of their semesterly budget.

3) The party in question be restricted from asking for DormCon funding for the coming semester.

4) The party in question have restrictions placed on their CPW events for the coming year.

5) The party in question have restrictions placed on their REX events for the coming year.

 

Let it be noted that sanctions may be repeated if multiple offenses are registered, and that the sanction's severity must be in line with the violation in question.  Individual students involved in a violation may also be referred to the MIT Office of Student Citizenship and the Committee on Discipline for review.
Definitions

Event: Any gathering that is planned at least 24 hours in advance, is facilitated by a dorm or dorm floor, and is advertised or publicized.

Alcoholic Party: Any gathering of 5 or more people in the presence of alcohol.
