Massachusetts Institute of Technology -- Students for the Exploration and Development of Space
Constitution: Fall 2002 version
Article I: Purpose

The purposes of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology Chapter of Students for the Exploration and Development of Space (MITSEDS) are: 

           1.to educate students and the general public about the benefits of space exploration and development, 

           2.to provide a forum for the discussion and exchange of ideas in space-related areas of interest, and 

           3.to assist and advise students on opportunities in space related careers and further education. 

Article II: Membership

1.Any member of the MIT community is eligible to become a member of this organization. One is considered a member of this organization if he or she has attended at least one event and is on at least one of the MITSEDS mailing lists.

2.The membership of this organization will at all times contain at least 5 MIT students and be more than half MIT students. 

3.This organization will not discriminate based on any characteristic listed in MIT's Nondiscrimination Statement. 

4.If this organization charges any monetary dues, there will be exceptions made for students that cannot afford these dues. 

Article III: Officers

1. Voting chapter members will elect an executive committee (composed of a presiding officer and, at least, two other chapter officers) at an annual meeting held in September.  These officers will take office immediately. (There will be at least two executive meetings each year.) Other officers may be appointed by the executive committee.

            2. At all times the officers will consist of a president, vice-president and treasurer, who are distinct persons and MIT students.

a. President

1.The president shall be the official representative of the group to organizations outside of MIT and to MIT. 

2.The president will preside over all meetings. 

3.The president is responsible for determining when meetings are and publicizing this to the group. 

b. Vice-President

1. The vice-president shall be responsible for the management of MITSEDS.

2. The vice-president will, in the absence of the president, have the authority to act on behalf of the president.



c.  Treasurer 

                                    1..The treasurer shall be responsible for the finances of the group. 

 2. The treasurer will be required to keep an accurate record of all income and expenditures.

3.Elections: 

                                1.Elections of officers shall occur in April of each year. 

                                2.Any member of this organization is eligible to run for office. 

                                3.The group shall be notified in advance of the meeting at which elections are held. 

                                4.Any member is elected if he or she wins a majority of the voting members. 

                                5.If more than two people are running and no one wins a majority, then the person with the fewest votes is dropped from the ballot and votes are recast. 

                                6.The term of office runs for one year or until the officer leaves the MIT community. 

4.Removal: Officers may be removed by a two-thirds vote of the members present at the meeting. All members will be notified of such meeting beforehand. 

Article IV: Meetings

                         1.Meetings shall be held at least every month. 

                         2.Meetings shall be presided over by the president, unless she is absent, and in that case the vice-president shall preside. 

                         3.All decisions shall be made by a majority vote of all members present. 

Article V: Amendments

                         1.Amendments shall be presented by any member of the organization. 

                         2.Amendments shall be passed by a two-thirds vote of the members present. 

Article VI: ASA God Clause

                     The Massachusetts Institute of Technology Chapter of Students for the Exploration and Development of Space agrees to abide by the rules and regulations of the Association of Student Activities, and its executive board.

                     This constitution, amendments to it, and the by-laws of this organization shall be subject to review by the ASA Executive Board to insure that they are in accordance with the aforementioned rules and regulations.

