Millstone Sketch

Characters: there is the weak Christian, the 2  temptors, several fellow Christians, a Narrator (who only announces the stages) and . . . 

This skit could start with the prayer that the bad Christian makes in the other skit, if we cut it down some. Thoughts?

Narrator: Stage 1: Temptation

Weak Christian (wC) mimes turning on the TV. 

TV announcer: Check out this guy. He’s strong, popular, a hit with everybody. And do you know why? Because he’s got a giant Millstone on his neck. And not just any Millstone, this guy has a huge one, because he is just that cool. If you want fit in in today’s cut-throat society, you need a Millstone! Buy one today!

WC: Hmmmm . . . those look a little strange to me.

 WC walks across the stage and sees the 2 temptors with gold stuff hanging from their necks – incredibly heavy gold stuff. They are stooped somewhat are they have to exert a lot to move

WC: Hey guys, are those goled Millstones?

Temptor 1: Yeah man! (groan and he stand up) We bought’em the other day. (lots of panting as he struggles to keep standing) Hey, where’s yours?

WC: Well, I don’t know that I need a giant Millstone around my neck and . . .

Temptor 1: No (heavy breathing), you totally do! This . . . is what people are wearing now. (falls to the ground, can’t stand up anymore) If you don’t want to look like more of an outsider than you already are, you need to have this. (struggles to stand again)

WC: I’ll think about it, okay?

Temptor 1: Don’t think too long ahhhh! (falls over again once he gets up).

WC walks further across stage, comes upon a big grey Millstone hanging on the wall.

WC: Well, maybe I’ll just try it. (puts on the Millstone, staggers.) Oomph!

Narrator: Stages 2 and 3: Abuse and Realization

WC staggers across the stage from where he put on the Millstone.

WC: Yeah, (grunt) this is great (grunt) I feel strong!! (falls to hands and knees). I . . . feel . . strong! AAAH! (falls down again) I (pant pant) oomph. Well, it’s about time to pray anyway. (he tries to raise his hands and face to God, but the Millstone is too heavy and he can’t) Maybe this wasn’t such a good idea . . . 

Friendly Christian: (walks in from side of stage with a friend) Hey (name)! We’re going to fellowship! Want to come along?

WC: (turns his body to keep them from seeing his millstone) No, that’s okay.

FC: What are you doing on the floor?

WC: Um, I’m . . . looking for a contact lens! It fell, and I need to find it.

FC: Oh, here, let us help you.

WC: NO, no umm this contact is, uh, invisible! Only I can see it! Yeah, so you don’t have to waste time looking for it Go ahead to fellowship.

FC: Hey, is there something around your neck?

WC: What? No. I don’t see anything. There’s nothing there. You must be crazy.

FC: (skeptically) Right. You sure you don’t want to come to fellowship with me?

WC: Look, I’m really tired. Please just go ahead without me.

FC: Okay, but I wish you’d tell me what was wrong.

Narrator: Stage 4 and 5: Struggle and Despair

WC: This needs to come off! (he struggles loudly, but can’t get it off. Eventually tries to “jump” up from a squatting position. Almost gets it off doing this, but the stone just settles on his back and drags him backwards).

(temptors walk by)

 T: Look at the stoned guy. Couldn’t hold it together could you? That’s weak man. If you can’t keep up with the Millstone, you shouldn’t have started at all. Now you’re just pathetic. (temptors exit stage) 

WC: Maybe I am… I mean, I’m flat on my back, I can’t move, and I’m pretty sure I pulled something that I didn’t even know existed. ::sigh:: At least I can look at you again, Lord. Nowhere left to look but up, now.

Narrator: Stages 6 and 7: Supplication and Forgiveness 

WC: Lord, I must look pretty stupid down here, on my back. I’ve tried to get up, but I can’t. I tried to live on my own strength, and I couldn’t do that either. Now there’s nothing left but you, God. If you can still look on me with love, please lift this stone off my shoulders. I can’t take its weight any longer.

I like this idea, but I wonder how hard it would be to work that with the lights and all… what might be cool is if someone came out, as Jesus, and took the Millstone from the WC and put it around his own neck… I don’t know what do you think? 

(lights go off. When they come back on, WC is on his knees, before a big cross, upon which is hung the Millstone that was around his neck)

WC: Thank you so much Jesus.

End   

